Olive Ridley Sea Turtles Description
The olive ridley sea turtle is a small-to-medium sea turtle known for its olive-green shell and smooth, rounded body shape. It is one of the most common sea turtles in the world.
Here’s a clear description students can understand:
Appearance
Shell (called a carapace) is usually olive-green or gray-green
Shell shape is rounded and slightly heart-shaped
Has four flippers for swimming
Head is short and slightly triangular
Skin is usually grayish-green
Size
About 2–2.5 feet long
Weighs about 75–100 pounds

Movement
Olive ridley turtles are strong swimmers
They use their front flippers like wings to move through the water
Habitat
Live mostly in warm tropical oceans
Come onto sandy beaches to lay eggs

The olive ridley sea turtle is a medium-size sea turtle with an olive-green shell and strong flippers that help it swim in warm ocean waters.
Comparing sea turtles (like the olive ridley) with desert turtles (tortoises).
 They are related reptiles but live in very different environments.
Habitat: Ocean (tropical waters)
Movement: Strong swimmers using flippers
Shell: Smooth and flat for swimming
Diet: Omnivore (jellyfish, crabs, shrimp, algae)
Feet: Flippers, not legs
Where they lay eggs: Sandy beaches

Sea turtles are adapted for life in water. Their bodies are shaped to help them swim long distances.

Desert Turtle (Desert Tortoise)
Habitat: Desert land
Movement: Walks slowly using strong legs
Shell: Thick and dome-shaped for protection
Diet: Mostly plants (grasses, flowers, cactus)
Feet: Sturdy legs with claws
Special ability: Can dig burrows to stay cool

Desert tortoises are adapted for hot, dry environments and life on land.

Simple comparison chart
Feature	Olive Ridley Sea Turtle	Desert Tortoise
Habitat	Ocean	Desert
Movement	Swimming	Walking
Feet	Flippers	Legs
Shell	Smooth and flatter	Dome-shaped
Diet	Omnivore	Herbivore
Environment	Water	Land
Sea turtles are built for swimming in the ocean, while desert tortoises are built for walking and surviving on dry land.

